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others; what remedies are available to those whose rights are
infringed; and lastly, something requires to be said on inter-
national copyright. Some general reflections may fittingly
conclude the paper.
Under the Act of 1911, copyright is given in respect of
every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, if
in the case of a published work it was first published within
those parts of His Majesty's dominions to which the Act
extends, and in the case of an unpublished work, if the author
at the date of the making of the work was a British subject
and resident within such parts of His Majesty's dominions.
Since this paper is addressed to a gathering of authors, I do
not propose to discuss copyright in dramatic, musical or
artistic works, which would expand this paper to undue
lengths, and I shall confine what I have to say to copyright
in literary works only. I may, however, mention in passing
that the Act of 1911 for the first time created a new right,
viz., that of making records or other contrivances, including
cinematograph films, by which musical and other works may
be mechanically produced; and with the development of the
gramophone and the cinema this right today has of course
become an exceedingly valuable one.
The protection given is, as I have said, to an *' original
literary work." The <c originality " of which the Act speaks
refers to an originality of expression and not to any original-
ity in the ideas expressed; and it is important to distinguish
the legal right which is known as copyright from certain
other legal rights which bear some analogy to it. The right
conferred on the holder of a patent is, like copyright, a monop-
oly right; but it is a monopoly right in an idea ; that is to
say, it gives the patentee an exclusive right to make use of
the idea or invention of which he was the first discoverer*
Then copyright must also be distinguished from those rights
which arise from the existence of a confidential relationship,
as for instance between a master and servant or a principal
and agent. A servaat or agent who for his own benefit makes
use of written material which he has acquired while the con-
fidential relationship still existed can be restrained from doing
so^ because lie has committed a breach of confidence, and aot
bfe^nselieis.guiliy,af.aay.iiif|ingement pt copy right.